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CCoollllaarr  
 

SYNOPSIS – 1 Line 

 

What happens when a seemingly ordinary priest is confronted by a 

seemingly ordinary man? 

 

SYNOPSIS – 3 Line 

 

What happens when a seemingly ordinary priest is confronted by a 

seemingly ordinary man? While reading the Bible on a particularly windy 

day, Father Harris is confronted by a tall stranger, one who makes him 

question his beliefs and motivations. And all in a quest for the truth, 

however horrifying. 

 

SYNOPSIS – Short (100 Word) 

 

'collar' is a film about What happens when a seemingly ordinary priest is 

confronted by a seemingly ordinary man? While reading the Bible on a 

particularly windy day, Father Harris is confronted by a tall stranger, 

one who makes him question his beliefs and motivations. And all in a quest 

for the truth, however horrifying. 

 

this project was filmed primarily in orange county, California in January 

2017.  

 

SYNOPSIS – Long (200 Word) 

 

'collar' is a film about What happens when a seemingly ordinary priest is 

confronted by a seemingly ordinary man? While reading the Bible on a 

particularly windy day, Father Harris is confronted by a tall stranger, 

one who makes him question his beliefs and motivations. And all in a quest 

for the truth, however horrifying. Not even a helpful woman can save this 

priest, who must make a choice. For not all sins can be forgiven. 

 

the first part of a pilot for a potential television series, this project was 

filmed primarily in orange county, California in January 2017. 

 

STATEMENT FROM THE DIRECTOR – Russ Emanuel 

 

Working with producer/writer Troy Gabaldon has been a rewarding 

experience. His storytelling skills were in line with vision of dichotomy and 

conflict within characters' psyches, and actors Sean Gunnell and Michael 

Ray don't disappoint in their tense interactions together onscreen. 

Combined with amazing camera work by Ray Karwel, a soaring score by 

Vasilis Milesis, and tight editing by Emile Haris, I hope the audience enjoys 

‘COLLAR’ as much as I had making it. 

 

-- Russ Emanuel 

https://www.facebook.com/thecollarmovie
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CCoollllaarr  
 

Crew BIOGRAPHIES 

 

RRUUSSSS  EEMMAANNUUEELL  

PPRROODDUUCCEERR  //  DDIIRREECCTTOORR  

 

Russell "Russ" Emanuel is an award-winning American director, 

producer, and independent filmmaker, having directed such 

actors as John Heard, Robert Picardo, Vincent Pastore, Glynnis 

O'Connor, Hallie Kate Eisenberg, Jeremy London, Ryan Hurst, 

William Devane, Marina Sirtis, Sean Kenney, Armin Shimerman, and 

Gary Graham. Originally from San Francisco, he grew up in both 

Japan and the United States, garnering an international 

viewpoint of the world throughout his childhood. After 

graduating from the University of Southern California to study Cinema-Television, 

he founded Russem Productions in 2002 in order to promote his short films including 

GIRL WITH GUN (2005) and documentary RESTORATION OF PARADISE (2014), as well as 

current films COLLAR (2017), THE ASSASSIN’S APPRENTICE (2018), and THE ASSASSIN’S APPRENTICE 

II (2021). Presently, WISPER (2020) marks Emanuel's fifth foray into feature filmmaking, 

after having directed P.J. (2007), CHASING THE GREEN (2009), THE LEGENDS OF NETHIAH (2012), 

and OCCUPANTS (2015). 

 

 

 

TTRROOYY  GGAABBAALLDDOONN  

PPRROODDUUCCEERR  //  WWRRIITTEERR  

 

Troy Gabaldon is an ex stand-up comedian turned screen writer / 

director. During his comedy days he performed with such stand 

up greats as Judd Apatow, Larry Wilmore and Tommy Davidson to 

name a few. His love of movies and storytelling led him to 

writing scripts that are full of dark humor and twists. (2014).  His 

films include Uncle Alan (2014), The Good the Bad and the Zombie 

(2014), No Questions Asked (2014), Breaking Trump (2016), Allegedly (2018), 

and Lighter Than Air (2020). 

 

 

 

EEMMIILLEE  HHAARRIISS  

EEDDIITTOORR  

 

A graduate in both Writing and Film from Long Beach State, Emile 

Haris, together with fellow filmmaker Yos Park, produced the sci-

fi short FRAKIE DIED (2000), which they produced under their own 

banner, Atomicgum Productions, Inc. He next teamed up with USC 

graduate Russ Emanuel for the films HER KNIGHT (2003), GIRL WITH 

GUN (2005), P.J. (2007), CHASING THE GREEN (2009), THE LEGENDS OF NETHIAH 

(2012) and now OCCUPANTS (2015) and wisper (2020) where he is also the 

Cinematographer. His other Director of Photography credits 

include WHISKEY NEAT (2009) and HIT LIST (2011), starring actor Joey 

Lawrence. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/thecollarmovie
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Cast BIOGRAPHIES 

 

SSEEAANN  GGUUNNNNEELLLL  

““TTAALLLL  MMAANN””  

 

A native of southern California, and a graduate of the Academy 

of Art University and the Meisner Technique studio, sean gunnel 

worked on many of troy gabAldoN’S fIlmS INCludINg Stan A (2014), 

Doritos: Crash the Super Bowl (Spec Commercial) (2016), collar (2017), 

and most recently lighter than air (2018).  His other credits 

include Larkin (2011), Grand and Allison (2013), The Birthday (2014), 

Drone Wars (2016), and Escape Artist (2017). 

 
 

 

MMIICCHHAAEELL  RRAAYY  

““FFAATTHHEERR  HHAARRRRIISS””  

 

Michael Ray is an up-and-coming actor whose credits include 

TRoy gAbAldoN’S allegedly (2017), RuSS EmANuEl’S wisper (2018), as well 

as pawn (2014), instant getaway (2014), haze (2015), stevie D (2016), hail, 

Caesar! (2016), and revolver mind (2017). He is currently in an 

ongoing television series age of the living dead, where he plays 

‘gENERAl ARmSTRoNg’ IN SIx EPISodES. 

 

 

 

DDEENNIISSEE  GGOOSSSSEETTTT  

““MMRRSS..  LLAAWWSSOONN””  

 

Born in Fort Bragg, North Carolina, Denise Gossett came to Los 

Angeles after moving from Harrisburg, Illinois, to Wassau, 

Wisconsin, and living for a time in Orlando, Florida, with her 

parents and younger brother. Denise has been an actress in 

Television & Feature Films for over 20 years. She can most recently 

be seen in the Tom Hiddleston movie I Saw the Light, the Mel Gibson 

starring Feature Film Get The Gringo and the Morris Chestnut 

movie When the Bough Breaks. In addition to her acting career, 

Denise founded Shriekfest film festival in 2001. 
 

 

JJEENNNNIIFFEERR  DDUURRSSTT  

““BBEEAATTRRIICCEE  BBEELLLLOO””  

 

A native of New York and currently residing in the Valley, 

California, Jennifer Durst has worked in a variety of capacities 

including Key Production Assistant on THE CHEMIST (2014) and Unit 

Production Manager on RuSS EmANuEl’S OCCUPANTS (2015). She also 

has the cameo known as "Evil Hands" on OCCUPANTS. As well as 

STARRINg RolES IN RuSS’ oTHER fIlmS collar (2017) and THE ASSASSIN’S 

Apprentice (2018). 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/thecollarmovie
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CCoollllaarr  
 

 

CREW LIST 

 

Russ Emanuel 

Troy gabaldon 

ron martindale 

mark midani 

Jennifer durst 

Ray karwel 

Fred yunt 

Lori gabaldon 

Alisha l. baijounas 

Steve overstreet 

Chuck Rockford 

Christina gray 

Sergio crego 

Kenny armand 

Jason castle 

Janeen berryman 

Emile haris 

Vasilis milesis 

Sean fahimian 

Philip bastian 

Matthew allen 

Producer/Director 

Producer/writer 

Executive Producer 

executive producer  

Unit Production manager 

Director of photography 

Production designer 

Costume designer 

Key makeup artist 

Drone operator 

Production sound mixer 

Script supervisor 

Key gaffer 

Key grip 

First assistant camera 

On-set video/photographer 

Editor 

Composer 

Sound designer 

Visual effects artist 

colorist 

 

CAST LIST 

 

Sean gunnell 

Michael ray 

Denise gossett 

Jennifer durst 

Tall man 

Father harris 

Mrs. Lawson 

Beatrice bello 

 

https://www.facebook.com/thecollarmovie
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SCREENINGS AND AWARDS 

  
1. American tracks music awards – October 9, 2017 - “SEmI-fINAlIST: bEST SCoRE” NomINATIoN 

2. San pedro international film festival – October 15, 2017 

3. Glendale international film festival – October 21, 2017 

4. Calcutta international film festival – November 11, 2017 

5. Erie international film festival – December 7, 2017 

6. Culver city film festival – December 9, 2017 – “bEST fAITH-bASEd SHoRT” wINNER 

7. Global film festival awards – December 11, 2017 – “bEST THRIllER SHort, Best AcToR: mICHAEl RAy” wINNER, “oRIgINAl SCoRE” Honorable Mention 

8. Hell chess festival – December 16, 2017 & March 15, 2019 – “SPECIAl AudIENCE AwARd” wINNER 

9. Southern states indie fan film fest – January 5, 2018 – “bEST ENglish Language Short, Best Lead Actor in an English Language Short: Sean GuNNEll” Nominations 

10. Southern Shorts Awards – January 20, 2018 – “bEST ACTINg (SEAN guNNEll, mICHAEl RAy), CINEmATogRAPHy, dIRECTIoN, EdITINg, muSIC, PRoduCINg, PRoduCTion Design, 

ScreeNPlAy, SouNd dESIgN” wINNEr 

11. Hollywood International Moving Pictures Film Festival – January 27, 2018 - “SEmI-fINAlIST” NomINATIoN 

12. Firefly Film Competition – February 15, 2018 – “bEST SHoRT fIlm (PlATINum AwARd), bEST EdITINg” wINNER 

13. Huntington Beach Film Festival – February 24, 2018 

14. Accolade Global Film Competition – February 27, 2018“AwARd of mERIT: fIlm fEATuRE, lEAdINg ACToR (SEAN guNNEll), SuPPoRTINg ACToR (mICHAEl RAy)” wINNER 

15. George Lindsey UNA Film Festival – March 3, 2018 

16. The Brightside Tavern Shorts Fest – March 4, 2018 – “Best Actor - Drama (Michael Ray), Best ScreenplAy” Nominations 

17. Idyllwild international festival of cinema – March 8-10, 2018 – “ExCEllENCE IN INdEPENdENT fIlmmAkINg” wINNER, “bEST SHoRT fIlm, bEST dIRECToR SHoRT film, Best 

Screenplay Short Film, Best Actor Short Film (Sean Gunnell), Best Supporting Actor Short Film (Michael Ray), Best Ensemble Cast Short Film, Juan Ruiz Anchia 

Award Best Cinematography Short Film, Marshall Hawkins Award Best Original Score Short Film, Best Editing ShoRT fIlm” NomINATions 

18. FirstGlance Film Festival Spring 2018 Short Online Contest – March 12 to April 12, 2018 

19. Utah Film Festival and Awards – April 5-7, 2018 - “muSIC SCoRE” NomINATIoN 

20. Kansas City FilmFest – April 14, 2018 

21. SHORT to the Point – April 14, 2018 

22. Tupelo Film Festival – April 21, 2018 – “bEST SHoRT, 3Rd PlACE” wINNer 

23. WorldFest-Houston International Film & Video Festival – April 22, 2018 - “SPECIAl JuRy AwARd: SuSPENSE/THRIllER, PlATINum AwARd: dRAmATIC-oRIgINAl” REmI 

Winner 

24. Milledgeville-Eatonton Film Festival – April 27, 2018 – 'BEST SuPPoRTINg ACToR (mICHAEl RAy)’ Nomination 

25. Philadelphia Independent Film Festival – May 3, 2018 – 'Best Short Film, Best Actor - Short Film (Sean Gunnell)' Nominations 

26. Hollywood Film Competition – May 5, 2018 – “bEST Script: Gold Award, Best Director: Gold Award, Best Score: Platinum AwARd” wInner 

27. Independent Shorts Awards – May 6, 2018 – “PlATINum AwARd: bEST duo (SEAN guNNEll, mICHAEl RAy), gold AwARd: bEST mySTERy SHoRT” wINNER 

28. Tokyo Lift-Off Film Festival Online – May 7-11, 2018 

29. NYC Indie Film Awards – May 12, 2018 – “dIAmoNd AwARd: Best Editing, Platinum Award: Best Score, Best Screenplay, Bronze Award: Best Short Film, Best Actor (Sean 

guNNEll)” wINNER 

30. Moscow Shorts International Short Film Festival – May 31, 2018 

31. Melbourne City Independent Film Awards – June 4, 2018 – “bEST SCREENPlay – ShoRT” wINNER 

32. Short Stop International Film Festival – June 11-12, 2018 – “bEST oRIgINAl SCoRE, bEST CINEmATogRAPHER” wINNER, “bEST of THE fEST, bEST Actor (Michael Ray)” 

Nominations 

33. Cosmic Film Festival – June 16, 2018 – 'Best Short Under 6-15 MinutES’ Nomination 

34. International New York Film Festival – June 16-17, 2018 

35. AltFF Alternative Film Festival – June 18, 2018 – “SHoRT CATEgoRy: bEST THRIllER” Nomination 

36. Palm Springs ShortFest Film Market – June 19-24, 2018 

37. European Independent Film Award – July 28, 2018 – “SIlvER AwARd: bEST ACToR – mAlE (SEAN guNNEll), bEST EdITINg, HoNoRAblE mENTIoN: bEST SCoRE” wINNER 

38. Caldas Film Festival – August 1, 2018 – “fINAlIST” 

39. Direct Monthly Online Film Festival – August 1, 2018 – “bEST fIlm of THE moNTH: AuguST” Winner 

40. Oceanside International Film Festival – August 2, 2018 

41. Grand IndieWise Convention – August 11, 2018 

42. Art is Alive Film Festival – August 18, 2018 – “bESt Short Film - SuSPENSE/HoRRoR” NomINATIoN 

43. Action On Film International Film Festival – August 19, 2018 – “bEst Actor - Short (Sean Gunnell), Best Drama – SHoRT” NomINATIoNS 

44. Hollywood Dreamz International Film Festival – August 19, 2018 – “bEST Drama - Short, Best Actor - SHoRT (mICHAEl RAy)” NomINations 

45. Short Cine Fest – August 22, 2018 – “Best Performances of the Short (Male – Michael Ray), Best Cinematographer of the Short” wINNER 

46. Oniros Film Awards – August 25, 2018 – “bEST THRIllER SHoRT, bEST SCREENPlAy” wINNER, “bEST ACToR (michael Ray), Best Supporting Actor (Sean Gunnell), Best Editing, 

and Best PoSTER” Nominations 

47. Mediterranean Film Festival (MedFF) – August 31, 2018 

48. UNDO Divergent Film Awards – September 8, 2018 

49. Coal Coast Film Festival – September 8, 2018 

50. Moondance International Film Festival – September 15, 2018 – “SEmI-fINAlIST” 

51. Rendezvous Film Festival – September 22, 2018 – “bEST SHoRT” NomINATIoN 

52. Ozark Mountain Webfest – September 28-30. 2018 – “bEST SHoRT fIlm” NomINATIoN 

53. Cult Critic Movie Awards – September 29, 2018 – “Film on Religion Category: Best Film on Religion” wINNER 

54. Västerås Filmfestival – October 5 & 8, 2018 

55. Indigo Moon Film Festival – October 13, 2018 

56. Kansas International Film Festival – October 16, 2018 

57. Red Wood Film Festival – October 18, 2018 

58. Cutting Edge Film Festival – October 18-27, 2018 

59. Sydney Indie Film Festival – October 22 to November 1, 2018 – “SEmI-fINAlIST” 

60. Paris Lift-Off Film Festival Online – October 29 to November 4, 2018 

61. Oregon International Film Awards – November 1, 2018 – “Platinum Awards: Narrative Short Competition” Winner 

62. Depth Of Field International Film Festival – November 2, 2018 – “Best Drama, Award of Exceptional Merit: Supporting Actor (Michael Ray), Award Of Excellence: 

Lead Actor (Sean Gunnell), Direction, Editing, Script Writer, Original Score” Winner 

63. EyeCatcher Film Festival – November 9, 2018 

64. Blow-Up Arthouse International Film Festival – November 10-11, 2018 

65. Studio City International Film Festival – November 12, 2018 

66. Nevada International Film Festival – November 14, 2018 

67. Chicago AMARCORD ARTHOUSE TELEVISION & VIDEO AWARDS – November 19, 2018 

68. Vega Digital Awards – “Video / Online Video: Entertainment” Centauri Winner 

69. Sanford Meisner Film Festival – December 1, 2018 

70. 6 on Nebraska – December 7, 2018 – “Best Crime, Best Actor (Sean Gunnell), Best Editing” wInner 

71. San Francisco's Another Hole in the Head Film Festival – December 8, 2018 

72. Canada Shorts Film Festival – December 15, 2018 – “Award of Distinction” wINNER 

73. Moving Pictures Festival – December 15, 2018 

74. Model N Movie International Short Film Festival – December 21, 2018 – “Quarter-Finalist” 

75. Pinnacle Film Awards – January 7, 2019 – “Diamond Award: Best Narrative Short, Best Actor (Sean Gunnell)” Winner 

76. Chambal International Film Festival – January 12, 2019 

77. Indie Short Fest (ISF-LA) – February 3, 2019 

78. UnderGround FilmFest – February 15-16, 2019 

79. Independent Talents International Film Festival – February 28, 2019 – “SEmI-fINAlIST” 

80. South Film and Arts Academy Festival – March 16, 2019 – “Best Crime Short Film, Lead Actor Honorable Mention In A Short Film (Sean Gunnell), Supporting Actress 

Honorable Mention In A Short Film (Denise Gossett)” Winner 

81. Milkbusch Short Film Festival – March 31, 2019 

82. Dumbo Film Festival – April 9-10, 2019 

83. FilmFest 52 – April 17, 2019 

84. Bare Bones International Film & Music Festival. – April 26, 2019 – “Short Thriller, Lead Actor-Male (Michael Ray), Support Actor-Male (Sean Gunnell)” Nominations 

85. Florence Film Awards – May 3, 2019 – “Best Screenwriter” Winner 

86. Calcasieu Parish Short Film Festival – May 18, 2019 

87. Central States Indie FanFilmFest – May 28-31, 2019 – “FiNAlIST” 

88. Top Indie Film Awards – May 31, 2019 – “Best Writing, Best Music” winner, “Best Short, Best Director, Best Actor (Sean Gunnell), Best Editing” Nominations 

89. Buenos Aires International Film Festival – June 9, 2019 – “SEmI-Finalist” 

90. IndieX Film Festival – June 23, 2019 – “Best Acting Duo (Sean Gunnell, Michael Ray)” Winner 

91. Hollywood Blood Horror Festival – July 1, 2019 – “Best Supporting Actor (Michael Ray)” wINNER 

92. Olympus Film Festival - July 10, 2019 – “Best Thriller Short” Winner 

93. Jellyfest – July 20-21, 2019 – “SEmI-fINAlIST” 

94. Cordillera International Film Festival – July 28, 2019 

95. Canadian Diversity Film Festival – August 10, 2019 

96. Silver State Film Festival – September 7, 2019 

97. Las Vegas Global Film Convention – September 24-28, 2019 – “Semi-Finalist” 

98. Raleigh Film & Art Festival – October 5, 2019 

99. Vintage International Film Festival – October 5, 2019 

100. Grapevine Film Festival – October 5, 2019 – “Best Short Film” Nomination 

101. Tri-Cities International Film Festival – October 11-13, 2019 – “Drama Short (Thriller & Suspense)” wINNER 

https://www.facebook.com/thecollarmovie
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SCREENINGS AND AWARDS 
 

102. Les Rimbaud du Cinéma Film Festival – October 19, 2019 

103. X World Short Film Festival – December 28-29, 2019 – “Best Thriller Short” Winner, “Best Trailer, Best Director Excellence, Best Cinematography, Best Actor 

Performance (Sean Gunnell & Michael Ray)” Nominations 

104. Madrid Film Awards – January 11, 2020 

105. Golden State Film Festival – FEBRUARY 23, 2020 

106. Melkbos International Short Film Festival – April 4, 2020 

107. New York International Film Awards – April 8, 2020 – “Best Duo (Sean Gunnell & Michael Ray)” Winner, “Best Thriller” Nomination 

108. Beach Cities Inspirational Film Festival – April 23-26, 2020 – “Inspirational Recognition” 

109. Twilight Tokyo Film Festival – May 28, 2020 – “SHoRT SCRIPT” wINNER, “ouTSTANdINg ACHIEvEmENT: ACToR (mICHAEl Ray), ShoRT fIlm” 

110. Southeast Regional Film Festival – May 31, 2020 

111. Fantastic Film Festival – May 31, 2020 

112. Sand Dance International Film Festival – June 10, 2020 – “Best Short Film, Actor (Sean Gunnell), Short Script” wINNER 

113. Interrobang Film Festival – June 27, 2020 

114. Hitchcock Film Awards – July 10, 2020 

115. Moody Crab Film Fest – July 17, 2020 

116. FROSTBITE International Indie Fest – August 9, 2020 

117. The Best Film Festival – August 29, 2020 

118. Phoenix Monthly Short Film Festival – September 1, 2020 

119. Orlando International Film Festival – September 17, 2020 

120. The Continental Film Festival – September 20, 2020 – “Semi-Finalist” 

121. Gralha International Monthly Film Awards – October 4, 2020 – “Best Actor of Short Film (Sean Gunnell), Best Screenplay of Short Film” Nominations 

122. Peachtree Village International Film Festival – October 29 to November 1, 2020 

123. Onyko Films Awards – October 31, 2020 – “Best Short Film Drama” Winner 

124. Independent StarFilmFest – November 13-15, 2020 

125. Mediterranean Film Festival Cannes – November 27-30, 2020 

126. East Europe International Film Festival – December 5-12, 2020 – “Best Short Film, Best Supporting Actor In A Short Film (Michael Ray)” Nominations 

127. Indian International Short Film Festival Cinemascope Awards – December 16-24, 2020 

128. Dramatica Film Festival – December 31, 2020 – “Best Thriller-Terror-Horror, Best Director” Nominations 

129. New York Flash Film Festival – December 31, 2020 – “Long Short Drama” fINAlIST 

130. Andromeda Film Festival – January 5, 2021 – “Jury Special Mention” Winner 

131. Acting Awards Festival – January 10, 2021 

132. Gold Movie Awards – January 15, 2021 

133. Star Film Festival – January 17, 2021 – “Best Picture” Nomination 

134. New Jersey Film Awards – February 1, 2021 

135. Anatolia International Film Festival – February 5, 2021 

136. KaPow Intergalactic Film Festival – February 28, 2021 – “Best Crime Drama” Winner, “Best Ensemble” Nomination 

137. VIP Fest – February 28, 2021 – “Best Picture, Best Thriller” Nominations 

138. Best Actor Award - New York – March 5, 2021 – “Best Duo: Platinum Award (Sean Gunnell and Michael Ray), Best Actor in a Thriller: Gold Award (Sean Gunnell)” 

Winner 

139. Global Monthly Online Film Competition – March 8, 2021 – “Best Short Film (Honorable Mention), Best Trailer” wINNER 

140. Idyllwild International Festival of Cinema – March 8-14, 2021 

141. Europa Film Festival – March 31, 2021 – “Best Director” Nomination 

142. NORTH Europe International Film Festival – April 5-10, 2021 – “Best Supporting Actor In A Short Film (Michael Ray), Best Director Of A Short Film” Nominations 

143. The Northern Virginia International Film & Music Festival – April 13, 2021 – “Best Thriller Film” Nomination 

144. Best Director Award - New York – May 5, 2021 – “Silver Award: Best Director of a Mystery Film” Winner 

145. Bridge Fest – May 6-7, 2021 

146. The Gladiator Film Festival – May 7, 2021 

147. Kalakari Film Fest – May 15, 2021 

148. Garoa Awards – May 25, 2021 – “Best Narrative Screenplay, Best Narrative Actor (Sean Gunnell), Best Narrative Supporting Actor (Michael Ray), Best Narrative 

Supporting Actress (Jennifer Durst)” Nominations 

149. Rio de Janeiro International Monthly Awards – June 10, 2021 – “Best Actor (Sean Gunnell), Best Supporting Actor (Michael Ray)” Winner , “Best Screenplay, Best 

Supporting Actress (Denise Gossett), Best Director, Best Foreign Short Film, Best Visual Effects, Best Edition, Best Sound Design, Best Original Soundtrack, Best 

Make-up/Hair, Best Poster” Nominations 

150. Fiction Film Festival – June 30, 2021 – “Best Drama” Nomination 

151. Lakefront Film Festival – July 22-25, 2021 

152. Experimental Film Festival – July 31, 2021 – “Best drama, best director, best cast” Nominations 

153. Forum Film Festival – July 31, 2021 – “Best Drama” NomINATIoN 

154. FLICKFAIR Film Festival – August 1-31, 2021 

155. Swedish International Film Festival – August 10-20, 2021 – “Best International Short Film, Best Director, Best Actor (Sean Gunnell), Best Supporting Actor (Michael 

Ray)” NomINATIoNS 

156. Osaka International Film Festival – August 16-18, 2021 

157. Big Ben International Film Festival – August 31, 2021 – “Best Short Film, Best Director, Best Actress (Denise Gossett), Best Actor (Sean Gunnell), Best Film Video Poster” 

Winner 

158. Monza Film Fest – September 24, 2021 – “Finalist” 

159. Big Sur Film Festival – September 26, 2021 – “Best Thriller Short, Best Actor (Sean Gunnell)” Winner 

160. Author Film Festival – September 30, 2021 – “Best Drama” Nomination 

161. Focus International Film Festival – October 1-31, 2021 

162. Alternative Indie Pro Film Festival – October 31, 2021 – “Best Thriller” wINNER, “bEST Actor (Sean Gunnell), Best Drama” NomINATIoNS 

163. Bitesize Film Festival – November 1, 2021 

164. Black Cat Award – November 11-15, 2021 

165. Teknochat Film Festival – November 30, 2021 – “Best Drama” Nomination 

166. V.i.Z. Film Fest – December 11, 2021 – “Best Short Crime/Thriller” WinNER, “Best Poster, Best Soundtrack, Best Short Film Screenwriter, Best Short Film Actor (Sean 

Gunnell), Best Short Film, Best Short Film Director” Nominations 

167. ES Europe International Film Festival - South Europe International Film Festival – December 11-18, 2021 – “Best Supporting Actor in a Short Film (Michael Ray), Best 

Director of a Short Film” Nominations 

168. Krimson Horyzon International Film Festival – December 30, 2021 – “Best Director, Best Mystery Film, Best Actor/Actress (Sean Gunnell)” Winner 

169. Summer Film Festival – December 31, 2021 – “Best Actor (Michael Ray), Best Thriller-Adventure” Nominations 

170. Autumn Film Festival – December 31, 2021 – “Best Director, Best Actor (Michael Ray)” Nominations 

171. AVA Digital Awards – January 17, 2022 – “Platinum Winner: Movie” 

172. Golden Reel International Film Festival – February 1, 2022 – “CATEgoRy (SHoRt Films): Best Sound Design, Best Script, Best Acting Duo (Sean Gunnell, Michael Ray), 

bEST dIRECToR, bEST SHoRT fIlm, bEST fIlm 2Nd RuNNER uP” wINNER 

173. Love Film Festival – February 28, 2022 – “Best Fiction” Nomination 

174. Reale Film Festival – March 1, 2022 – “Honorable Mention” 

175. Independent Cinephiles Short Film Festival – April 2, 2022 – “Best Short Drama, Best Actor (Michael Ray), Best Poster” Winner 

176. FIC RIO (Festival Internacional de Curtas no Rio de Janeiro) – April 25, 2022 – “bEST INTERNATIoNAl ACToR (SEAN guNNEll)” NomINATIoN 

177. SounDance Film Festival – April 30, 2022 – “Best Thriller-Horror, Best Actor (Michael Ray)” NomINATIoNS 

178. World Film Festival – April 30, 2022 – “Best Horror-Thriller-Psycho” Nomination 

179. Iconic Images Film Festival – June 16, 2022 

180. Forum Film Festival (Serie B, Underground) – July 31, 2022 – “Best Serie B Film” Winner 

181. South America Awards – August 12, 2022 – “SEMI-FINALIST” 

182. Skia International Film Festival – September 20-23, 2022 

183. Beaufort Film Festival – October 7 to November 13, 2022 

184. VIDDY AWARDS – October 12, 2022 – “PLATINUM Winner: Broadcast Creativity – DireCTINg” 

185. The Sophie Short Film Awards – November 14-18, 2022 – “Best Supporting Actor in a Short Film” Nomination 

186. Shockfest: Theater of Mystery – December 10, 2022 

187. Renegade Film Festival – March 2-4, 2023 – “SEMI-FINALIST” 

188. MAGMA – “Best Short Film, Best Drama, Best Directing, Best Original Screenplay” NomINATIoNS 

189. Block Island Film Festival – June 2, 2023 

https://www.facebook.com/thecollarmovie
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PRODUCTION NOTES and ANECDOTES 

  

“confessional” 

  

It turns out the confessional scene was shot in producer Troy Gabaldon's 

garage with the confessional set being constructed from scratch. 

 

“windy!” 

  

When we got to set around 5:30am on the first shoot date, it was so windy 

that we didn't think we would be able to shoot. However, we decided to 

change the script accounting for the wind and it worked out, much to the 

producer Troy Gabaldon's relief! 

 

“beginning of the pilot episode” 

  

When producer troy Gabaldon approached director russ Emanuel, he 

pitched the idea of ‘CollaR’ As a beginning of a pilot episode he had already 

written for a potential television series. The idea that the hero would be 

very controversial was something that was intriguing to both troy and 

russ. 
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PRODUCTION STILLS 

 
      

                   

      

 

      
 

 

      

      

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/thecollarmovie


“collar” Press Kit – https://www.facebook.com/thecollarmovie 10. 

CCoollllaarr  
 

PRODUCTION STILLS (CONT.) 
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