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Log Line 
 

Wisper is the true story of the murder of an upper middle-class African American family 
in Northern N.J. 
 
 

SYNOPSIS 
 

Wisper is the true story of the murder of an upper middle-class African American family 

in Northern N.J.  In the summer of 2016, three children and their mother were found shot 

to death in their large suburban home in a close, but integrated neighborhood bordering 

on NYC. They were discovered by father and husband Josiah Wisper – a brash 

businessman who owned bars, restaurants, stores and real estate, in Harlem, New York. 

Wisper immediately became the prime suspect in the case, or what is more commonly 

known as “A Person of Interest”. Wisper was eventually ruled out as a suspect by police 

and law enforcement officials, but never in the eyes of those in the Harlem community – 

his relatives, friends, and people he had known for nearly half his life. Josiah quickly 

embarks on a search to find out who massacred his family. His personal (and original) 

video recordings, journals and diaries take us to family, friends, police precincts, 

newspapers drug dens, gun stores and street-gang hangouts – all in the hope of piecing 

together the clues needed to solve this shocking and tragic crime. Wisper’s “on-camera” 

journey takes us on a roller coaster ride of emotions leading to a horrifying conclusion – 

and Josiah’s final discovery of what it takes to be a man. Wisper is inspired by true 

events, and based on withheld police reports issued at the time. The film is directed by 

Russ Emanuel and produced by Howard Nash.  
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STATEMENT FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
I am extremely grateful to have been introduced my producer and friend, Howard Nash. ‘Wisper’ is 

our fifth feature film together, and probably our most important collaboration to date.  While too many 

human tragedies and upheavals have occurred throughout our history, stories such as Wisper have 

always fascinated me- as they explore an emotional upheaval in the life of just one individual- and, 

unlike survivors of devastating wars or persecutions, Josiah Wisper faced his trauma alone – with no 

opportunity to share a mutual common-cause with anyone, once he experienced this shattering event.  

 

While it’s true that others may have suffered similar upheavals in their lives, such events remain uniquely 

personal to the person experiencing it- hence others can empathize, but can never truly relate. 

 

Finally, I do believe that every film is a miracle to be proud of. For ‘Wisper’, that miracle included the 

talents of Christian Barber, Tim Cinnante, Naaji Kenn, Lanisha Gholston, Kenishia Green, Laquana Henny 

and Morris D. Small. In all, I had a tremendous satisfaction directing this film, for it indeed challenged 

me to the core. That said, I present to you our most recent and most powerful film to date, ‘Wisper’. 

 

 
-- Russ Emanuel 
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  CREW BIOGRAPHIES 

 

RRuussss  EEmmaannuueell  

DDIIRREECCTTOORR  
 

Russ Emanuel is an award-winning American director, producer, and independent 
filmmaker, having directed such actors as John Heard, Robert Picardo, Vincent Pastore, 
Glynnis O'Connor, Hallie Kate Eisenberg, Jeremy London, Ryan Hurst, William Devane, 
Marina Sirtis, Sean Kenney, Armin Shimerman, and Gary Graham. He grew up in both 
Japan and the United States and graduated from U.S.C. to study Cinema-Television. He 
founded Russem Productions in 2002 to promote his films including GIRL WITH GUN 
(2005) and documentary RESTORATION OF PARADISE (2014). Presently, WISPER 
(2020) marks Emanuel's fifth foray into feature filmmaking, after directing P.J. (2007), 

CHASING THE GREEN (2009), THE LEGENDS OF NETHIAH (2012), and OCCUPANTS (2015). 
 

 

HHoowwaarrdd  NNaasshh  

PPRROODDUUCCEERR//WWRRIITTEERR  
 

An actor since the late 1970s, Howard Nash is best known as an independent 
filmmaker, having co-produced the cult film CHILDREN OF THE NIGHT for Columbia Tri-
Star in 1991. He produced SLEEPLESS NIGHTS (MTI, 2002), which became available in 
virtually all video stores throughout the US and Canada. In 2005, he completed 
TRACKS, which starred the late John Heard, along with Ice-T. He also produced the 
television special FELICIANO, THE LEGEND (for PBS) starring the legendary singer, José 
Feliciano. WISPER (2020) marks his seventh venture with director Russ Emanuel, the first 
six having been P.J. (2007), CHASING THE GREEN (2009), THE LEGENDS OF 

NETHIAH (2012), RESTORATION OF PARADISE (2014), OCCUPANTS (2015), and THE ASSASSIN’S 
APPRENTICE (2018). In 2016, Howard co-produced TIGER, starring Mickey Rourke and Janel Parish. 
 

 

EEmmiillee  HHaarriiss  

DDIIRREECCTTOORR  OOFF  PPHHOOTTOOGGRRAAPPHHYY//EEDDIITTOORR  
 

A graduate in both Writing and Film from Long Beach State, Emile Haris, together with 
fellow filmmaker Yos Park, produced the sci-fi short FRAKIE DIED (2000). He next 
teamed up with University of Southern California graduate Russ Emanuel for the films 
HER KNIGHT (2003), GIRL WITH GUN (2005), P.J. (2007), CHASING THE GREEN 
(2009), THE LEGENDS OF NETHIAH (2012), OCCUPANTS (2015), COLLAR (2017), 
THE ASSASSIN’S APPRENTICE (2018), and now WISPER (2020) where he is also the 
Cinematographer. His other Director of Photography credits include WHISKEY NEAT 
(2009) and HIT LIST (2011) starring actor Joey Lawrence. 

 

 

TTiimmootthhyy  LLeeee  CCoonnlleeyy  

CCOO--PPRROODDUUCCEERR  //  ““DDEETTEECCTTIIVVEE  MMIITTCCHHEELLLL””  
 

A graduate of the University of Oklahoma, having played football for the Sooners and 
professionally with the Seattle Seahawks, Timothy Lee Conley pursued filmmaking more 
recently, including producing films such as THE LAST VIAL, WAITING ON SASQUATCH, 
and N.OT W.ITHOUT A.LONZO.  He met director Russ Emanuel in 2008 while 
promoting the film P.J. (2007), starred in the series he directed CULT 11 (2010), and 
had a part in his film OCCUPANTS (2015). 

 

 

 

 



“Wisper” Press Kit – https://www.wisperproject.com/ 5. 

  
 
  CAST BIOGRAPHIES 

 

CChhrriissttiiaann  BBaarrbbeerr  

““JJOOSSIIAAHH  WWIISSPPEERR””  
 

Christian Barber is an actor who thrives on connecting his audience to characters they 
might not normally understand. Moving through a wide range of environments and 
circumstances throughout his unconventional childhood forced Christian to grow up seeing 
humanity through different lenses. He always found a way to fit in by tapping into our 
common humanity. Acting is Christian's expression of unity. Christian is exceptionally 
comfortable using his physicality and slides easily into 'Alpha Male' characters. He is 
proud of the versatility life has equipped him with and he wields it as his greatest 
weapon. 

 

 

NNaaaajjii  KKeennnn  

““LLAAUURRAA””  
 

Naaji Kenn, a New York native, holds sacred the ability to promote mutual 
understanding and empathy through storytelling and honest perspective. After a 
childhood spent dancing, and a collegiate career studying journalism and religion, an 
unexpected acting opportunity led to an unplanned but bright acting career. Naaji is 
making her big screen and TV debut with several projects releasing in 2018. She is 
known for WISPER (2020), DEATH AT A BARBECUE (2018) and REVENGE IS BEST 
SERVED (2018). 
 

LLaanniisshhaa  JJaavvoonn  GGhhoollssttoonn    

““NNOORRMMAA””  
 

Lanisha Javon Gholston is an American actress from Louisville, Kentucky. She began her 
career in theatre at an early age. She attended the Youth Performing Arts School 
(YPAS) for high school where her desire for acting blossomed. After serving 10 years in 
the United States Army Reserves, Lanisha went full force back into her acting. She 
performed in many local theatre companies in Kentucky, including appearing in two 
network movies as extras, one being a feature. Since moving to New York City in 2016, 
Lanisha has had speaking contributions on CHICAGO P.D., I AM HOMICIDE, several 
independent films & projects, web series, and an internet commercial. She has been a 

student of several different acting workshops and schools to include the New York Film Academy (NYFA). 
 

KKeenniisshhiiaa  GGrreeeenn  

““MMEELLOONNIIEE””  
 

Kenishia has been the host of the highly popular New York music television show, Video 
City TV for the past few years. She has had key acting roles in Shilo Media's SOUTH 
BROOKLYN (Bounce TV), MONEY AND VIOLENCE (TIDAL), BRAIN GAMES (Discovery 
Channel), DEADLY DEVOTION (Discovery Channel), BLUE BLOODS (CBS), POWER 
(STARZ), and UNFAITHFUL (OWN).  Kenishia's current work include the Bollywood 
Psychological Thriller, THE MIRROR GAME, which is currently streaming on Netflix. She 
is also blessed to be portraying Belinda Ali in a Mohammed Ali Biopic. Both will be 
released in theaters next year. Her next role is Gabrielle, on the Amazon original 

Series, SITUATIONSHIP, also streaming on Blavitytv.com. 
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  CAST BIOGRAPHIES (Cont.) 

 

LLaaqquuaannaa  HHeennnnyy  

““AALLIISSAA  WWIISSPPEERR””  
 

Growing up in Brooklyn, Laquana Henny finds no greater joy than acting in front of a 
live audience and connecting with people. She’s co-hosted an Urban music program for 
Brooklyn Cable Access Television, entitled URBAN OVERDOSE TV SHOW, where she 
interviews various Hip-Hop artists.  She also has a video blog featured on YouTube 
called LQ…ON THE MOVE, where she travels throughout NYC promoting great 
activities and restaurants. Currently, she is cast as "Toya" in the upcoming web series 
featured on YouTube COLD WORLD WEB SERIES. 
 

 

GGaayyllee  SSaammuueellss  

““MMOOMMMMAA””  
 

Gayle Samuels' recent television appearances include a Judge on the CBS hit BULL, Tim 
Daly’s attorney on MADAM SECRETARY, Matthew Rhys and Alison Wright’s social 
worker on THE AMERICANS, a zany receptionist in SOON BY YOU and a cougar mom 
in the award–winning comedy web series Q’S ONE NIGHT STANDS. Gayle played 
James Avery’s wife in Honeybee, Marla Gibbs’ daughter in THE TIDES THAT BIND and 
she was thrilled to have worked with director Kasi Lemmons and alongside stars such as 
Jennifer Hudson, Angela Bassett and Forest Whitaker in BLACK NATIVITY. She earned 
a Best Actress nomination from the Connecticut Critics Circle for her portrayal of Billie 

Holiday in LADY DAY AT EMERSON’S BAR & GRILL and most recently received rave reviews for her stage 
portrayal of Rose in August Wilson’s FENCES. 
 

 

MMoorrrriiss  DD..  SSmmaallll    

““CCUURRTTIISS  WWIISSPPEERR””  
 

Morris D. Small lives in Washington, DC and is a native actor, fight choreographer, 
writer, director, and voice over talent. He has been acting for over 20 years as a 
featured, support, and lead roles in television, film, and industrial. Cartoons and 
animation have always captured his attention and has persuaded him to become a voice 
over artist. Morris has a passion for action movies and martial arts stemmed in his early 
childhood. Also, he has been utilizing his experience of martial arts and professional 
training to become a fight choreographer. 
 

 

TTiimm  CCiinnnnaannttee  

““DDEETTEECCTTIIVVEE  CCAARRDDEELLLLII””  
 

A resident of New York, Tim Cinnante has been acting professionally for many years. In 
the feature film, TRACKS, Tim plays the abusive alcoholic Bob Madigan. Rapper/actor 
Ice T also costars along with John Heard. Tim went on to share the big screen with actor 
Vin Diesel in Sidney Lumet’s FIND ME GUILTY, while also appearing in the feature films 
P.J. and CHASING THE GREEN under the direction of Russ Emanuel.  Tim faced his most 
challenging role thus far as the drug dealing, coke head, killer, "Little Mike" in the 
award-winning feature film BRONX PARADISE. Tim recently costarred in the indie 
feature THE DASH. Now Tim will be working again for the third time with producer 

Howard Nash & director Russ Emanuel playing Detective Antonio Cardelli in the feature film WISPER. 
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CREW LIST 
 

Russ Emanuel 
Howard Nash 
Rodney Cavin 

Christopher Bell 
Joseph DiRenzo 

Mary Jane Bulseco 
Bill Victor Arucan 

Timothy Lee Conley 
Debbie Klaar 

Anngeannette Pinkston 
Oscar Pereida 
Vasilis Milesis 
Sean Fahimian 

Carlos Humberto Tejeda 
Frank Drucker 
Tiffany Lloyd 

April Eppse 
Nick Saccaro 

Beth Rosen 
Emile Haris 

Omar Portilla 
Zulema Griffin 
Monique Holt 

Spencer Roach 
Melissa Mautone 

Roberto Muolo 
Alyssa Morreale 

Mark Weber 
George Chip Mauro 

Director 
Producer/Writer 
Writer  
Executive Producer 
Executive Producer 
Executive Producer 
Executive Producer 
Co-Producer 
Co-Producer 
Co-Producer 
Co-Producer 
Composer 
Sound Designer 
Visual Effects Supervisor 
Line Producer/Production Manager 
Casting Director/1st Assistant Director 
Extras Casting 
Production Coordinator 
Production Coordinator 
Director of Photography/Editor 
1st Assistant Camera/Camera Operator 
Production Designer 
Wardrobe Supervisor 
Key Makeup Artist 
Special Effects Makeup Artist 
Key Gaffer 
Script Supervisor 
Production Sound Mixer 
Best Boy Swing/BTS Photo/BTS Video 

 

CAST LIST 
 

Christian Barber 
Naaji Kenn 

Lanisha Javon Gholston 
Kenishia Green 
Laquana Henny 
Gayle Samuels 
Morris D. Small 
Michael Emery 
Craig Batchker 
Tim Cinnante 
Rachel Jarvis 

Shanel Cheatham 
Cameron Newsome 

Vincent Michel Paul Filliatre 
Michael Ray 

Travis Terrell Jacobs 
Mike Marino 

Nicholas E. Calhoun 
Joseph Coppola 
Susan Buckwell 

Anngeannette Pinkston 
Debbie Klaar 

Isabel Romero 
Rebbekah Alson 

Josiah Wisper 
Laura 
Norma 
Melonie 
Alisa 
Momma 
Curtis 
Reverend Henning 
Detective Rothstein 
Detective Cardelli 
Jenine 
Penny 
Michael 
Willy 
Manny 
Detective Thompson 
Detective Archer 
Detective Conlin 
Detective Shuster 
Mrs. Kowolski 
Clara 
Mrs. Casale 
Birthday Testimonial 
Birthday Testimonial 
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SCREENINGS AND AWARDS 
 

1. Hollywood Reel Independent Film Festival (February 17, 2020) 
2. Rome Independent Prisma Awards (April 4, 2020) 
3. Oniros Film Awards (April 6, 2020) – “Best Actor (Christian Barber), Grand Jury Award: Thriller, Honorable Mention: Actress (Lanisha Javon)” Winner, “Best Feature Film, Best Thriller, Best Director, Best Actress (Lanisha Javon), Best Ensemble” Nominations 
4. Best Actor Award - New York (May 5, 2020) – “Best Actor in a Detective Film: Gold Award (Christian Barber), Best Actress in a Detective Film: Gold Award (Kenishia Green), Best Supporting Actress: Gold Award (Gayle Samuels), Best Supporting Actor: 

Silver Award (Morris D. Small)” Winner 
5. MayDay Film Festival (May 15-16, 2020) 
6. Los Angeles Motion Picture Festival (May 19, 2020) – “Gold Award: Best Drama, Best Actor Grand Jury (Christian Barber), Best Director Grand Jury” Winner 
7. Twilight Tokyo Film Festival (May 28, 2020) – “Outstanding Achievement: Cinematography, Feature Script, Narrative Feature” 
8. Redwood Film Festival (May 28, 2020) – “Best Experiment Film, Best Director” Winner 
9. Fantastic Film Festival (May 31, 2020) 
10. Accolade Global Film Competition – June 2, 2020 – “Award of Merit: African American, Award of Recognition: Film Feature, Actor: Leading (Christian Barber), Actress: Supporting (Kenishia Green), Actor: Supporting (Tim Cinnante)” Winner 
11. Florence Film Awards – June 3, 2020 – “Best Original Song (Wandering Soul), Honorable Mention: Actor (Christian Barber)” Winner 
12. Sand Dance International Film Festival – (June 10, 2020) – “Best Narrative Feature, Actor (Christian Barber), Editing” Winner 
13. San Francisco Black Film Festival (June 11-14, 2020) 
14. Manhattan Film Festival (June 19 to July 2, 2020) 
15. Košice International Monthly Film Festival (June 29, 2020) – “3rd Best Director Feature Film, Honorable Mention: Indie Feature Film” Winner 
16. Royal Wolf Film Awards (July 1, 2020) – “Best Feature Film (Gold Award), Best Actor (Christian Barber), Best Supporting Actor (Michael Emery)” Winner 
17. Hitchcock Film Awards (July 10, 2020) 
18. Moody Crab Film Fest (July 17, 2020) – "Jury’s Special Mention" Winner 
19. No Risk Fee Fest (July 23 to August 2, 2020) 
20. Experimental Film Festival (July 30, 2020) – “Best Thriller” Winner 
21. Las Vegas Black Film Festival (August 7, 2020) – “Best Actor in a Feature (Christian Barber), Best Drama” Winner, “Best Feature Film” Nomination 
22. FROSTBITE International Indie Fest (August 9, 2020) 
23. Vero Beach Wine + Film Festival (August 14 to September 6, 2020, June 9 & 11, 2022) 
24. STIFF: Seattle True Independent Film Festival (August 27-30, 2020) 
25. The Best Film Festival (August 29, 2020) 
26. Urban Film Festival (September 9, 2020) 
27. DC Black Film Festival (September 14-20, 2020) 
28. The Continental Film Festival (September 20, 2020) – “Semi-Finalist” 
29. Top Indie Film Awards (September 30, 2020) – “Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Winner, “Best Feature, Best Writing, Best Editing, Best Twist” Nominations 
30. Roxbury International Film Festival (October 2, 2020) – “Honorable Mention Narrative Feature” Winner 
31. International Tour Film Festival (October 8, 2020) – “Best Feature Film” Nomination 
32. Marina del Rey Film Festival (October 9-15, 2020) – “Best Production Design in a Feature” Winner 
33. ReadingFilmFEST (October 10, 2020) – “Best Actor in a Feature Film (Christian Barber)” Winner 
34. Glendale International Film Festival (October 10-17, 2020) – “Best Editing - Feature Film” Winner, “Best in Fest, Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Nominations 
35. Bare Bones International Film & Music Festival (October 13, 2020) – “Best Thriller: 1st Place, Clu Gulager's Best Lead Actor (Christian Barber), Ford Austin Bare Bones Best (Male) Director” Winner, “Best Director, Best Produced Film” Nominations 
36. Urban Mediamakers Festival (October 22, 2020) 
37. Peachtree Village International Film Festival (October 29 to November 1, 2020) 
38. Chicago Indie Film Awards (November 1, 2020) 
39. Kansas International Film Festival (November 6-12, 2020) 
40. Studio City International Film & TV Festival (November 6-12, 2020) 
41. Valley Film Festival (November 21, 2020) – “Best Narrative Feature” Nomination 
42. Mediterranean Film Festival Cannes (November 27-30, 2020) 
43. New Wave Short Film Festival (December 2, 2020) 
44. Baltimore International Black Film Festival (December 4 & 5, 2020) 
45. Capital City Black Film Festival (December 4-6, 2020) – “3rd Place Best Feature Film” Winner 
46. Culver City Film Festival (December 4-11, 2020) – “Best Sound Design Feature” Winner 
47. East Europe International Film Festival (December 5-12, 2020) – “Best Film, Best Lead Actor (Christian Barber), Best Supporting Actress (Lanisha Javon Gholston), Best Hair Make-Up & Body Design, Best Editing Of A Feature Film, Best Cinematography In A 

Feature Film, Best Director” Nominations 
48. San Antonio Film Festival (December 9-13, 2020) 
49. Silver State Film Festival (December 11-13, 2020) – “Grand Prize: Best Feature” Winner 
50. Winter Film Festival (December 31, 2020) – “Best Experimental” Winner, “Best Actor (Christian Barber), Best Director” Nominations 
51. Spring Film Festival (December 31, 2020) 
52. Southern States Indie FanFilmFest (January 1-3, 2021) – “Top Trailer” Winner 
53. Cift Festival of Toronto (January 4, 2021) – “Honorable Mention” 
54. Andromeda Film Festival (January 5, 2021) – “Best Production” Winner 
55. Global Film Festival Awards (January 6, 2021) – “Best Actor (Christian Barber), Best Actress (Naaji Kenn), Best Supporting Actor (Morris D. Small), Best Supporting Actress (Lanisha Javon Gholston), Best Director, Best Feature Film, Best Original Score: 

Honorable Mention” Winner 
56. Gold Movie Awards (January 15, 2021) 
57. Star Film Festival (January 17, 2021) – “Best Director” Nomination 
58. KaPow Intergalactic Film Festival (February 19-28, 2021) – “Best Feature, Best Ensemble” Nominations 
59. FINDECOIN - Independent International Film Festival (February 23-25, 2021) 
60. VIP Fest (February 28, 2021) – “Best Actor (Christian Barber), Best Thriller” Nominations 
61. The Indie Gathering Film Festival (March 13, 2021) – “1st Place Drama Feature Film” Winner, “Best Lead Actor: Feature (Christian Barber), Best Supporting Actor: Feature (Tim Cinnante), Best Directing: Feature” Nominations 
62. Golden State Film Festival (March 19-25, 2021) – “Best Supporting Actor in a Feature (Michael Emery)” Winner 
63. Garden State Film Festival (March 27, 2021) – “Rising Star Award (Christian Barber)” Winner, “Best Actor - Feature Film (Christian Barber)” Nomination 
64. Europa Film Festival (March 31, 2021) – “Best Anti-Hero Drama” Winner, “Best Cast” Nomination 
65. European Independent Film Award (March 31, 2021) – “Best Feature Film: Platinum Award, Best Actor (Male): Diamond Award - Christian Barber” Winner 
66. North Europe International Film Festival (April 5-10, 2021) – “Best Film, Best Lead Actor (Christian Barber), Best Lead Actress (Naaji Kenn), Best Supporting Actress (Lanisha Javon Gholston), Best Hair Make-Up & Body Design, Best Editing Of A Feature Film, 

Best Director (Russ Emanuel)” Nominations 
67. Global Monthly Online Film Competition – April 9, 2021 – “Best Director Feature, Best Actor Feature (Christian Barber), Best Actress Feature (Naaji Kenn)” Winner 
68. The Northern Virginia International Film & Music Festival: Artist Circle (April 11-18, 2021) 
69. Queens Underground International Black and Brown Film Festival (April 16-18, 2021) 
70. New York Tri-State International Film Festival (April 25-30, 2021) – “Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Winner 
71. Onyko Films Awards (May 1, 2021) – “Best Drama Feature Film, Best Actor Feature Film (Christian Barber)” Winner 
72. Best Director Award – New York (May 5, 2021) – “Silver Award: Best Director of a Thriller” Winner 
73. Bridge Fest (May 6-7, 2021) – “Runner Up: Feature Film” 
74. The Gladiator Film Festival (May 7, 2021) – “Best Feature Film” Winner 
75. Tietê International Film Awards (May 10-15, 2021) – “Golden Capybara: Best Leading Actor of Feature Film (Christian Barber), Best Supporting Actor Feature Film (Morris D. Small)” Nominations, “Silver Anhuma: Best Leading Actor of Feature Film (Christian 

Barber), Best Supporting Actor Feature Film (Morris D. Small)” Winner, “Best Actress Feature Film (Kenishia Green), Best Supporting Actress Feature Film (Lanisha Javon Gholston), Best Sound Design Of Feature Film” Nominations 
76. The Crime List Film Festival (June 4, 2021) 
77. Blackbird Film Festival (Virtual Festival) June 21-30, 2021) 
78. Fiction Film Festival (June 30, 2021) – “Best Feature” Winner, “Best Experimental-New/Media” Nomination 
79. Hollywood Dreams International Film Festival (July 26 to August 1, 2021) 
80. Action on Film MegaFest International Film Festival (July 26 to August 1, 2021) – “Best Editing” Nomination 
81. The Most Important Films International Film Festival (July 26 to August 1, 2021) 
82. Forum Film Festival (July 31, 2021) – “Best Fiction” Nomination 
83. FLICKFAIR Film Festival (August 1-31, 2021) 
84. West Europe International Film Festival (August 14, 2021) – “Best Hair, Make-Up and Body Design, Best Editing of a Feature Film, Best Supporting Actress (Lanisha Javon Gholston), Best Supporting Actor (Morris D. Small), Best Lead Actor (Christian Barber), 

Best Director” Nominations 
85. Mindfield Film Festival – Albuquerque (August 26, 2021) – “Diamond Award: Best Feature Film, Best Director, Best Screenplay, Best Actor (Christian Barber), Best Actress (Kenishia Green), Best Supporting Actor (Tim Cinnante), Best Supporting Actress 

(Laquana Henny), Best Editing, Best Cinematography” Winner 
86. Big Ben International Film Festival (August 31, 2021) – “Best Narrative Feature, Best Director, Best Actress (Naaji Kenn), Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Winner 
87. Anatolia International Film Festival (September 9, 2021) – “Best Lead Actor (Christian Barber), Best Editing” Winner, “Best Drama/Thriller/Horror Feature Film, Best Duos (Christian Barber, Naaji Kenn), Best Sound Design, Best Original Score, Most Promising 

Director” Nominations 
88. Author Film Festival (September 30, 2021) – “Best Fiction” Nomination 
89. Toronto Indie Filmmakers Festival (September 30, 2021) – “Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Winner 
90. Focus International Film Festival (October 1-31, 2021) 
91. San Pedro International Film Festival (November 6, 2021) 
92. Black Cat Award (November 11-15, 2021) – “Best Long Film, Best Actress (Kenishia Green), Honorable Mention of Best Director” Winner 
93. Teknochat Film Festival (November 30, 2021) – “Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Nomination 
94. Art is Alive Film Festival (December 9, 2021) – “Best Cinematography” Nomination 
95. V.i.Z. Film Fest (December 11, 2021) – “Best Feature Film Actor (Christian Barber), Best Feature Film Actress (Kenishia Green), Best Feature Film Cinematography, Best Feature Film” Nominations 
96. ES Europe International Film Festival - South Europe International Film Festival (December 11-18, 2021) – “Best Supporting Actress (Kenishia Green), Best Lead Actress (Naaji Kenn), Best Lead Actor (Christian Barber), Best Director, Best Film” Nominations 
97. Summer Film Festival – December 31, 2021 – “Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Winner, “Best Thriller-Adventure” Nomination 
98. Autumn Film Festival – December 31, 2021 – “Best Actor (Christian Barber), Best Drama, Best Script” Nominations 
99. AVA Digital Awards – January 17, 2022 – “Platinum Winner: On-Camera Talent” 
100. Chambal International Film Festival – January 21, 2022 – “Best Director” Winner 
101. Love Film Festival – February 28, 2022 – “Best Feature Drama” Winner, “Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Nomination 
102. San Diego Black Film Festival – April 27 to May 1, 2022 
103. SounDance Film Festival – April 30, 2022 – “Best Thriller-Horror, Best Fiction-Drama, Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Nominations 
104. World Film Festival – April 30, 2022 – “Best Horror-Thriller-Psycho” Nomination 
105. Trenton Film Festival – June 2-22, 2022 
106. Norgs International Independent Festival (NIIF) – June 5, 2022 
107. Forum Film Festival (Serie B, Underground) – July 31, 2022 – “Actor (Christian Barber)” Nomination 
108. Skia International Film Festival – September 20-23, 2022 – “Honorable Mention” 
109. Alternative Indie Pro Film Festival – October 31, 2022 – “Fiction – Drama, Actor – Christian Barber” Nominations 
110. Shockfest: Theater of Mystery – December 10, 2022 
111. Dramatica Film Festival – December 31, 2022 – “Best Feature” Nomination 
112. Seattle Independent Film Festival – March 31, 2023 – “Best Feature Thriller, Best Actor (Christian Barber)” Winner 
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PRODUCTION NOTES & ANECDOTES 
 

 “FOUND FOOTAGE” 
  
As with Russ Emanuel’s previous feature film OCCUPANTS, this is a found footage film.  But 

unlike OCCUPANTS, WISPER utilizes real found footage, and a style much more frenetic, as the 

camera moves almost constantly.  This has much to do with the subject matter, and about how it 

impacts our film-going audience.  To that end, Russ directed cinematographer Emile Haris to be 

the “character” Laura, played by Naaji Kenn (who appears on screen when she sets down her 

camera).  This meant that Emile had to emulate what Naaji would naturally do when filming.  An 

amazing and interesting experience indeed! 

 

“108 ACTORS AND BACKGROUND EXTRAS” 
  
Our film had 108 total on-camera personalities.  This included 46 actors who spoke lines, and 

62 background extras who were also on screen.  Our Producer Howard Nash, Casting Director 

Tiffany Lloyd and Extras Casting Director April Eppse all made this possible. And to coordinate 

these actors was a daunting, yet incredibly rewarding experience, and required a very 

talented crew to make it all possible.  

 

Equally daunting, was the fact we were shooting all of this in multiple locations throughout New 

York and New Jersey: in Teaneck, Fort Lee, Guttenberg, Bloomfield, Lodi, Hasbrouck Heights, 

Edgewater, Leonia, and in Harlem. 
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